6
COMPOSITION

AIM

To compose a picture based on different themes and concept. The concept or
theme coul d betaken from nature, manmade objectsand thelearnersown imagina
tion.

INTRODUCTION

A compositionisan arrangement of different elementslike, balance, rhythm, har-
mony and texturein agiven space. Inspiteof al these e ementsthe most important
quality isthe depiction of expression. One can compose hisher picturewith the
help of different sudiesdoneearlier. Variouskindsof composition can bedonelike:

|. compositionwith geometrica forms,

[1. composition with man made objects,

[11. composition based on nature,

IV. composition with decorativeforms,

V. conceptua composition.

Compositionscould bedonewith all kindsof material availableto thelearner.

OBJECTIVES

On completion of thisPractical exercise, youwill beableto:

e differentiate between different kindsof composition;
®  sdect proper material and elementsfor composition;
e gpply formsand coloursto expresstheir theme;

e choosetheproper colour related to the emotive quality of thecomposition.
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e Beforeyou composeyour picture make sureto arrangeit with balance of
forms

Fig.No.1

Thiscompositioniswithout balance.
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Fig. No. 2
Now it becomesbal anced after adding another motif.

e Takecaretoadd Rhythm and harmony inyour composition. Movement of
linesand coloursbringsrhythm.
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Fig.No. 3
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Texturegives specia effect to your picture. Texturesareeasily achievedin
thick useof colourslikeoil, poster and acrylic.

Notes

Fig.No. 4

o Useof perspectiveisvery importantinal kindsof realistic drawing. Find the
Vanishing point inthe composition to determinetheline of perspective. Onthe
basisof thisstructure acompositionismade (See Fig. No. 8) inwater colour.
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Fig.No.5
e  Start composing with smplebasic shapeslike, square, triangleand circle. Take
careof balance, rhythm and harmony. Useonly onecolour.
Fig. No. 6
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e Composebascshapesand add colours. Do not forget eementsof design.Use
secondary coloursinthe overlapping areas.

Fig.No. 7

e  Now try some complicated compositonswith basic shapes. Thiscould ook
likeaconceptua composition.

Fig.No. 8

e Dolot of sketchesof human figures. Arrangethesefiguresinto acomposi-
tion. Usewater colour.
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These figures are taken from sketches (See lesson No. 1 and Figs. 27
and 29).
e  Sketchinganimalslikedogs, cows, horsesetc. help to make good composi-
tion. Hereisacomposition with dogsin poster colour. Flat coloursare used
Notes

Fig. No. 10

e Whenyou Sketch or study man made objects, take careto composeit prop-
erly asitisdoneinthispicture.

Fig.No. 11
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You must have done many sketchesfrom nature. Choose aspot with lot of
treesand makeacomposition. Thisisastep for landscape painting.

Fig. No. 12

Itisnot alwayspossibletofind abeautiful placewith trees, plantsand flowers
inacity. Do not worry. You look around and choose acorner of narrow lane
or aroad sideteashop of anyting you like. Thiscould beagood subject for
your landscape painting. Water coloursmateria areeasy to carry aongwhile
for ail painting kitsyou haveto carry many accessories.
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e Ifyouarelucky tovisit hill station or seabeach, paint the beautiful sceneon

canvaswith oil colours. Other optionisto use photograph asmodel. In oil

medium you can correct and changemany timeif thereisany mistake. Thisis
not possibleinthe case of water colour.
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Fig.No. 14

e Decorative composition could be donewith any motifsfrom your sketches.

You canarrangetheformsof plants, flowers, birdsanything likedesigns. This
isdonein coloured inksand black pen.
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Sometimeartistisexpressaconcept through their paintingsinstead of astory
or scene. They useforms and colours as symbolswhich are always not
identifiable. So conceptual painting sometime becomes abstract or non-

representational . The sun, the skeleton of fish and other motifsareused as
symbols.

Compositionwith Forms
Fig. No. 16
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Exercises
1. Composebasic shapes(square, triangleand circle) with in apaper of A4
or Yaimperial size. Make sureto create abeautiful design.
2. Select few humanfiguresfrom your sketch book. Decide onatheme
(market, indoor scene, working men or women etc). Makeacomposition Notes

with poster colour.

3. Observenaturearound you. Treesplantsriver, ponds, etc. arethe elements
you can sketch and make alandscape with water colour.

4.  Combineman-made objects, humanfigures, animal figuresin onecomposi-
tion.

5. Makeacompostionfromyour memory and imagination on any theme. Try
togiveit adecorativelook.
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Deer and fawn (Ink on paper)
by N.S. Bendre
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