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AIR CONSERVATION
IN THE VEDAS

Dear student, in the last lesson, you read about one of the elements
of the five great elements i.e. air. In this lesson, you will read
about the importance of air in the Vedas and conservation of air.
It is not possible for us to survive without breathing in pure air,
so it is very important to concentrate on conservation of air.

After reading this lesson you will be able

• To know the importance of air in Vedas; and

• To understand the basic spirit of air conservation in the Vedas.

In the Atharvaveda, mentioning the importance of air, it has been
said that air helps in transporting the sky water everywhere, which
brings prosperity in the Annadi.

8

 OBJECTIVES

8.1 IMPORTANCE AND CONSERVATION OF
      AIR IN VEDAS
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mRlef{kra O;pkfUr ;s lnk ; vkflØpfu jleks"k/h"k]mRlef{kra O;pkfUr ;s lnk ; vkflØpfu jleks"k/h"k]mRlef{kra O;pkfUr ;s lnk ; vkflØpfu jleks"k/h"k]mRlef{kra O;pkfUr ;s lnk ; vkflØpfu jleks"k/h"k]mRlef{kra O;pkfUr ;s lnk ; vkflØpfu jleks"k/h"k]

iqjks n/s e#r% i`f'uekRgaLrs uks eq×paRoagl%Aiqjks n/s e#r% i`f'uekRgaLrs uks eq×paRoagl%Aiqjks n/s e#r% i`f'uekRgaLrs uks eq×paRoagl%Aiqjks n/s e#r% i`f'uekRgaLrs uks eq×paRoagl%Aiqjks n/s e#r% i`f'uekRgaLrs uks eq×paRoagl%A

(Atharvaveda 4.27.2)

That is, those who carry the water through the air here and there
in many ways, who take it to annadi medicines, I keep them in
touch with the air deities that touch the matter and the sky. Such
air deities release us from all sufferings.

In the Vedas, giving respect to air, it has been said that the air
protects us.

=kk;Urka e:rka x.k%=kk;Urka e:rka x.k%=kk;Urka e:rka x.k%=kk;Urka e:rka x.k%=kk;Urka e:rka x.k%

(Rigveda 10.137.5)

In the imbalances happening in nature, there is a prayer in the
Vedas against the rage form of air i.e. the storm, the loss which
occurs from the storm; that O Lord of the Gods, our prayer is
that you should always be friendly with everyone.

Fig. 8.1
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e:rka eUos vf/ es czqoUr izsea okta oktokrs voUrqe:rka eUos vf/ es czqoUr izsea okta oktokrs voUrqe:rka eUos vf/ es czqoUr izsea okta oktokrs voUrqe:rka eUos vf/ es czqoUr izsea okta oktokrs voUrqe:rka eUos vf/ es czqoUr izsea okta oktokrs voUrq

vk'kwfuo lq;ekun mr;s rsoks eq×pURoagl%AAvk'kwfuo lq;ekun mr;s rsoks eq×pURoagl%AAvk'kwfuo lq;ekun mr;s rsoks eq×pURoagl%AAvk'kwfuo lq;ekun mr;s rsoks eq×pURoagl%AAvk'kwfuo lq;ekun mr;s rsoks eq×pURoagl%AA

(Atharvaveda 4.27.1)

That is, I will always remember in my mind the destructor of the
air (wind). May that wind bless me and make everyone happy
and capable to be able to give food. I have called beautiful winds
like fast moving horses for my protection. May those winds grant
us freedom from all sorrows.

Here the sage is requesting air (wind) to remain good.

Pointing to the concern of environmental security, the sage says
that  air (wind).! Do not harm the fields with trees (Annadi),
tree-

;ReheUra u pwuq;;ReheUra u pwuq;;ReheUra u pwuq;;ReheUra u pwuq;;ReheUra u pwuq;

(Rigveda 1.37.6)

Air protects us from many types of disorders occurring in space.
That is why the sage of the Rigveda prays that O Pavan protect
us from the disturbances in Space

¶ikrq okrks vUrfj{kkr~¸¶ikrq okrks vUrfj{kkr~¸¶ikrq okrks vUrfj{kkr~¸¶ikrq okrks vUrfj{kkr~¸¶ikrq okrks vUrfj{kkr~¸

(Rigveda 10.158.1)

In the Atharvaveda, air  has been described as a destroyer of filth
and suffering.
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vkiks ok;ks lfork p nq"d`re; j{kkf.k fufenka p es?kre~Avkiks ok;ks lfork p nq"d`re; j{kkf.k fufenka p es?kre~Avkiks ok;ks lfork p nq"d`re; j{kkf.k fufenka p es?kre~Avkiks ok;ks lfork p nq"d`re; j{kkf.k fufenka p es?kre~Avkiks ok;ks lfork p nq"d`re; j{kkf.k fufenka p es?kre~A

lag;wtZ;k l`t;% ladysu rk uks eq×pUroage%AAlag;wtZ;k l`t;% ladysu rk uks eq×pUroage%AAlag;wtZ;k l`t;% ladysu rk uks eq×pUroage%AAlag;wtZ;k l`t;% ladysu rk uks eq×pUroage%AAlag;wtZ;k l`t;% ladysu rk uks eq×pUroage%AA

(Atharvaveda 4.25.2)

That is, O air and Sun God, both of you together remove the
filthiness here. Cure the diseases and remove the sufferings because
both of you mix with spiritual satisfaction and with physical
force. Therefore, give us freedom from sufferings and sorrows.

In this way, we see that oxygen has been called the pranavayu
(deathbed) in the Vedas and it has been ordered that we should
keep trying to conserve air i.e. to keep the air in pure form. We
should not pollute the air and whoever pollutes such air, its crime
is unforgivable.

Stating the importance of air, it is said that air provides purity to
all other things. It purifies the water. Therefore, the Vedas instruct
us not to do any act which makes the air impure. We should keep
our daily routine in such a way that we conserve air and we should
not let even the least amount of air pollution happen.

Fig. 8.2
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The Vedas have been prayed to protect the Earth from ultraviolet
and other poisonous gases coming into space.

In short it is said that, Vedic literature has placed a lot of emphasis
on maintaining the purity of air.

1. Fill in the blanks

(A) =kk;Urka ---------- x.k%A

(B) ;RlheUra u ----------A

(C) ikrq ---------- vUrfj{kkr~A

(D) vkiks ok;ks ---------- p nq"d`re; j{kkf.kA

• Importance of air in Vedas

• the main way of conserving air in Vedas

Fig. 8.3

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

INTEXT QUESTIONS 8.1
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1. Write the meaning of  ¶ikrq ok;ks vUrfj{kkr¸

2. What is said in the Vedas about not polluting the air?

8.1

1. (a)  e:rke~

(b)  pwuq/k

(c)  okrks

(d)  lfork

TERMINAL QUESTIONS

ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS
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